














MILKY) 


WONDER CAKE == 





IN SIX DELICIOUS FLAVOURS 

















SS Se ee 









































Rs.12/ (A KALKI GROUP PUBLICATION) 
Name 
Address 
PERIOD: INAUGURAL OFFER! 
| year Rs.44l- Rs. 120/- 
2 years Rs.288/- Rs. 230/- 
y 3 years RsA32- ns.300/- 
s 
{ODT HO | Cheque * trarng Gohan Cle Comic) 
hisomndind ¥ ae mapas conn Sian ea) 














The Circulation Manager, Gokulam Calibre Comics, 
"Kalki Buildings’, 47-NP Jawaharlal Nehru Road Exkaduthangal, 
CHENNAI - 600 032. E-mail: subscription @ialkiweekly.com 





006 GOKULAM BBE 





GOKULAM 
{a Grey Peo 
printed and publsed at 
harathan ress 
onbenat ot 
enaratanPaleatons 
Piva Lmted 
Xa bulangs 
{7.4NP, Seal ars Roa, 
adhanon 
Chanel 60052 





printer and publisher: 
‘Lakshmi Natarajan 
editor: 
Seotha Raw 





twlephones : 
2225 1522, 
2225 0623, 
2225 1324 
tax: 
044 - 2225 1021 
e-malis 
editorial 
‘Gokuiam@@kalkiweekly.com 
subscriptions 
subscription@kalkiweekly com 
other information : 
info@kalkiweekly.com 
‘subscription rates = 


Inland : noua! 
Re. 98/- 





25US Dolare 
THE Magazine for Children 





KNOW THE LAWS OF LIFE! 
Dean Reader, 


Dia you see on the small screen how 
Inzamam got out in the first one dayer at 
Peshawar? His expression showed that he was 
baffled and he mumble grumbled to the um- 
pire! 

Writing about the incident in newspapers, 
Moin Khan says, that it was an unsporting ap- 
peal by India! Quote: “According to the laws of 
the game Inzamam was 
out and if he does not 
know the laws then it is 
not the fault of the law 
but Inzamam himself? 

Having said this, 
how can Moin Khan 
blame Dravid? How 
can he say that Dravid 
let himself down and 
also his team? Worse, 
Moin Khan writes that | 
if Ganguly had been | 
captain this would not 
have happened! An undignified comparison in- 
deed. Let us look at it like this: If Sachin had 
committed the mistake, would Inzamam allow 
him to continue to bat and score a ton? 








Thave the greatest respect for Inzamam and 
his stylish batting. But he must study the rules 
of the game and avoid silly mistakes. 

What has this incident to teach us? Know 
the rules. Rules are not for games alone. Ther> 
are rules for every act in life. Exam rules, class 
room rules, dining table rules, watching TV 
rules, homework rules and so on and on! Leary 
them! Abide by them! Avoid sulking later or, 
as Inzamam did, even during the prize distribu- 


tion! - Editor 





| Of ali created things the loveliest, 
‘most divine are children, 
“Wiliam Canton 
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This is the story of the 
Humangoos family. I's probably the 
only mongoose biography in the 
whole world (though I may be 
wrong). But then this was not an 
ordinary mongoose family, as you wll 
see. 

Gundu (the Mister) and Keeri 
(the Mrs.) were mongooses with a 
difference. They made decisions 
Now, a decision is not something that 











mongooses usually make. They are 
Do-First-Think-Later animals, 

The decision Gundu and Keeri 
had just made, was about theirhome. 
They had decided, rather suddenly, 
to move out of the jungle, Why?! 
Well, we'll never know. It’s a 
mystery, Mysteries are fun, but cun 
also be irritating, But guessing is 
allowed, so I'm going to make three 
guesses about why they left the 















THE MONGOOSE SAGA - 


4 EE 


jungle, their home for many 
generations 

One: the woodcutters moved in 
and started chopping down trees. 
Falling trees is a death-sound for 
mongooses... forall animals, in fact. 
‘Two: there was a drought, and 
finding food became difficult. Three: 
they just felt ike it 

Sometimes we need a change. 
Change is a wonderful thing. And 
right now I need to change the 
paragraph! 





lave you ever moved house? If 
yes, then you can imagine how busy 
the Humangooses were. The running 
around! The folding of clothes! The 
{ripping and falling over luggage! The 
stubbed toes! The fights, arguments 
and squabbles! 


ZAI WHITAKER 





“No, we won't take that, it’s too 
heavy."- “Yes we will, because it's 
not."- Well, you know the kind of 
fights that happen while we're 
packing. 








Loaded with pots and pans, 
clothes, useful and un-useful objects, 
and their small litle dining table, they 
set off, Their big family book, spelt 
‘Falmey Dook’, had to be pulled 
behind with a rope, The history of 
the Humangoos family was inside this, 
holy book. About this one thing, 
there had been no squabbles. 
Neither of them would have dreamed 
of leaving it behind. That would have 
been like leaving your heart behind. 
Because all the thoughts and fears and 
plans of the family were int, starting 
with Gundu’s great-great-preat-great 


grandfather. I should have added a 
few more “greats” there. But you get 
the point. In short, that book could 
certainly not be left behind. 


They walked and walked and 
walked. Oh, how they walked! And 
then one day, when their litle legs felt 
like they were going to fal off, they 
tumed a corner and saw.....a sea of 
green. 


To's the rice paddy!” screamed 
Keeri, falling over with fright and 
delight. 

“Of course, I knew that,” 
stammered Gundu (actually he 
didn't), 

“I's a different colour 
from the forest!” exclaimed 


Keri. “A new kind of green!” 
“So observed,” answered Gundu 
(actually he hadn't), 


Gundu began to feel dumb. 
Keeri was making all the discoveries. 
better make an observation soon, 
he thought. And luckily just at that 
very moment, an observation flew 
into his head. 

“[ observe,” he said, puffing his 
tummy importantly, “that there's a lot 








more sky here than in the forest.” 


Keri looked up, and was 30 
surprised that she couldn't look 
down again! Her mouth opened lice 
a small cave, and stayed open, Sie 
turned round and round on her two 
little tired legs until she was quite 
giddy and fell down. When she could 
speak again, she raised her tired litle 
arms in wonder. 















y 4." she asl 
that the sky was so big? 
‘Well,” he replied, “the forest sy 
isn’t, it's small pieces joined togeth=r. 
Very small pieces. Because of tie 
trees, you see. There isn’t space for 
such a big sky in the forest.” Keeri 
looked at him admiringly. He certairly 
was aclever guy. She sure was lucy 
tohave a husband like hi 











Suddenly, tiredness hit them. 
Surrounded by all their mongoose 
goods, they fell asleep. 





Bn in Edinburgh in 1850, Robert 


Louis (originally Lewis) Balfour 
Stevenson was the son of 








a wealthy civil engineer. 
Tewas his father's desire 
thathis son should follow 
his profession, but since 
he did not keep good 
health, he had to look for 
suitable career, He went 
to Edinburgh University 
to study engineering but 
abandoned itto study law, | “2S S8°5 
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Treasure 
Island 











Butaclash of ideas with 
his parents and the re- 
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bringing led the Bohemian 
toprefera life of travel and free- 


7a 
dom. His first published work was We | ie 


anessay called “roads.” His eagerness 
tobe with and understand the people of 
the city’s lower strata made him encoun- 
ter characters which he portrayed in his 
books. His health was worsening, so he 
travelled to warm countries, leaving 
Scotland behind, 


Tiwasin France in 1876 that Balfour 
methis future wife, Janny Osbourne, se- 
nior to him by 11 years. The marriage 
\was.a turing point in his life as his own 
experiences became the subject of his 
works. Stevenson's published works 
were : An Inland Voyage’ (1876) and 
Travels with a Donkey inthe Cervennes 
(1879), His first full length, work of fic- 
tion, Treasure Island(1883), was based 
on a holiday with his stepson at Scot- 











“nd They drew, coloured and annotated 
the map of an imaginary Treasure Is- 
land. This map stimulated his imagina- 
tion and he wrote a story to entertain 
the rest of his family. This marked the 
beginning of his writing forchildren.‘In- 
spired by a dream he had, he wrote the 
strange case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde 
in 1886, He died of brain haemorhage 
in 1894 and left unfinished his master 
piece Weir of Hermiston. Written on 
his tomb were verses from his short 
poem Requiem. 
Asanovelist, Robert Louis Steveson 
is well known for his skill in the relation 
of characters and plot, and his deep 
insight in the psychological aspects of 


human matures’. Sai Priya, Trichy 
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ws for Pottermaniaes 
Filming of the fifth Potter movie, 


Harry Potter and the Order of 


The Phoenix 
has begun at 
Hertfordshire in 
nd. The movie will 

probably be released next year. 
Daniel Radeliffe will act the title 
role of Harry, A veteran Academy 
Award nominee, Imelda Staunton 
(2005 Oscar), will play the part of 
Dolores Umbridge. The plot centres 
on the arrival of Dolores, an unpopu- 
lar new professor at the wizard acad- 
emy, Hogwarts, Al4-year-old un- 
known will join the cast in this film 
> Malu 
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KR gave Harry a wand made of 
holly wood back in 1990 when she first 
drafted chapter six of ‘Philosopher's 


NETBITS 
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Stone”. It was not an arbitrary 
decision. Holly has certain 
connotations that were perfect 
for Harry, particularly when 
contrasted with the traditional 
associations of yew from 





which Voldemort’s wand is 
made, European tradition has 
it that the holly tree (named 
from *holy') repels evil, wh le 
yew, which can achieve aston- 
ishing longevity (there are 
British yew trees over 2000 years old), 
can symbolise both d 





ath and resur= 





rection; the sap is also poisonous. 








Some time after she had gi 
Harry his holly and phoenix wand, she 
came across a description of how the 
Celts had assigned trees to different 
parts of the year and discovered that, 
entirely by coincidence, she had as- 
signed Harry the “correct” wood for 











his day of birth She therefore decided 
to give Ron and Hermione Celtic 
wood wands, too. Ron, who was born 
during the period Feb.18 to March 17, 
was given an ash wand, and 

Hermione, who was born between 
September 2 and September 29, 
received a vine wood wand. 

JK has only used the Celtic 








for Ron and 


assignations 
Hermione. Hagrid for instance , 
has an oak wand although he 
should have been given one made 
of elder wood (under the Celtie sys- 
tem). In Britain, the oak is King of 





the forest, and symbolises strength 
and protection; ideal for Hagrid! J.K 
liked having a hidden connection 
between Harry, Ron and Hermione’ 



















wands that only she knew about. 
Source: www,jkrowling.com 
‘Shweta J. Narayanan, 

St. Ursula’High School, Pune 


BUTTERBEER 
redients: 
| cup club soda or cream soda 
% cup butterscotch syrup (ice 
ream topping) 
Ys tablespoon butter 
Measure butterscotch and butter 
into a2 cup (16 02) glass. Microwave 
on high for 1 to 1% minutes, or until 
syrup is bubbly and butter is com- 
pletely incorporated. Stir and cool for 
30 seconds, then slowly mix in club 
soda, Mixture will fizz quite abit. Serve in 
two coffee mugs or small glasses; a 
perfectly warm Hogwarts treat for two! 
Source: www.hp-lexicon.org. 
- Niveditha, Std Vil, 
Githanjali Devshala, Secundrabad 
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Dr Kalam answers 
Children’s Questions 


Title: Children Ask Kalam 
Publisher: Dorling Kindersley 
(India) Pvt.Ltd., Licensees of Pearson 
Education, 482, E.LE., Patparganj, 
Delhi - 110 092. Price: Rs 175 





Bevery childs a scientist,” says 
Dr Kalam, He feels that the natural 
curiosity of children should be 
encouraged, “The child questions 
everything,” he says and that this 
inquisitiveness is the same as that of 
a scientist. 


Dx Kalam receives hundreds of 
letters from every corner of our 
country and the 
President finds 
time to answer 
questions 
from 
children 
despite his 
busy 
schedule 
This book is a compilation of a select 
few hundred questions from children 
and the president's replies to these. 


‘The letters have been sorted in to 
six sections: Children, Nation, 
Education, Science, Spirituality and 
General. The answers are clear, 
practical and very positive, Dr Kalam 
believes that the future of India is 
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bright and young people are going t0 
make the big changes. 
Excerpt: 


Here are some sample questions 
and the President’s views and 
experiences 

Q: Parents and teachers tell us 
not to watch TV and movies. Do you 
think the media is harmful for us? 

(Rishi Bagadia, Radhakrishnan 
Vidyalaya, Mumbai) 

Kalam: I have a lot of young 
people around me and they rarely find 
time for TV or the Internet. But it all 
depends on the mission of the person. 
If you are busy excelling in your field, 
I don’t think you will have time for 
TV. A focused mind does not have 
time for such deviations. 


Q: What goal 
did you aim to 


achieve in your life? What should 
we children aim for now? 

(Parth Padhya, Std VII, New 
Vidhyadhar School, Ahmedabad) 

Kalam: When I was a 10 year old, 
studying in class five, my teacher Shri 
Sivasubramania lyer, gave the dream 
of my life. I wanted to do something 
related to flight and flight systems in 
my life and I became a rocket 





SEETHA SRIKANTH 


engineer. Similarly 
you can choose an area 
in which you have an 
intense interest and 
pursue it with full | 
enthusiasm and vigour. 
‘Aim what you like to 
become — teacher, 
artist, fashion designer, 
doctor, engineer, social 
worker ~ and combine 
this with the qualities 
of a good human 
being 

Q: Missile is a 
force of destruction, 
Then why did you 
develop such a 
destructive thing? 

(Anu Kriti, Std IX, 
Tender Heart Public 
School, Rarchi) 

Kalam. India needs 
both economic and 
national security to 
preserve our freedom 
and provide a happy, prosperous and 
safe life to a billion people. The 
technologies developed for defence 
have spin off benefits for economic 
development. India’s 
expenditure is the lowest in terms of 
percentage in comparison to other 
countries in the region. 














defence 


Q: When will India make a 
spaceship that will take children to 
the moon? 
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id VII, St Mary 





(Sunny Kanabar 
idyalaya, Rajkot) 
Kalam: Presently there is a Moon 
Mission Chandrayaan-I. The objective 
of this mission is to put 
closer to the moon orbit 
experiments. This mission is planned 
for 2007. This can further lead to man 
missions in subsequent 
establishment of factories on the 
moon. You get ready! 
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India’s crushing defeat in the Karachi 
at the hands of Pakistan shattered the hopes: 
her fans. No one expected India to g0 down 
without a fight, but that is exactly what hap- 
pened, For once, captain Rahul Dravid failed 
in both innings of a Test, and that led the 
‘way to a total collapse by the rest of the 
Indian batting. India fought well in the 
first two Tests, and lost the series 
cause of one poor Test. One bad day 
atthe office ruined all the earlier good 
work! 

hin Tendulkar did not make a 

mark on this Test, leading to many crit- 
ics asking whether the Little Master was 
nearing the end of his career. “Endulkar”, one 
newspaper screamed in a mischievous head- 

ine, and many fans said in an opinion poll that 
they believed it was the beginning of the end 
for Sachin.{t is easy to criticise an idol when 
he is out of form, but we must remember that 
he is only human. Thankfully, Sachin has come 
back strongly with his 39 th ODI hundred i 
the opening match at Peshawar, though Indi 
Jost the match, 

Ratu! Dravid cannot continue to open the 
innings. India must include a regular opener 
and that means perhaps Ganguly or Laxman 
should make way for him. In my opinion, 
Laxman is more consistent and reliable than 
Ganguly. 


Tris the bowling department that should 
worry us much more. After that splendid hat 
trick in the first over of the Karachi Test, a 
new world record, Irfan Pathan did not bow! 
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well for the rest of the 
match. The same was tre 
of the other Indian pace 
bowlers as well. Anil 
Kumble t00 was below 
his best, and India's 
bowling looks 





P.N.V.RAM 


alarmingly weak. It is time the selectors started 
looking at young replacements. 

Tris up to you youngsters to work hard and 
become wicket tak bowlers who can serve In- 
dia in the future, To become a good bowler, slow | 
or fast, especially fast, you have to put in a back 
breaking load of work. Are you prepared to do it? 
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Most of us prefer fast foods to tra- 
nal meals. We give more impor- 
tance to the tastebuds than to nutri- 
tion, Times are changing and so also 
our food. But since we are working 
harder nowadays we should have the 
energy to cope with the strain. Tradi- 
tional nutritious balanced meals ev- 
ery day and fastfoods twice or thrice 
a month will be better for us. 
~J. Madhuri, Std IX, 
Etasi Timpany Stee! City School, 
Vizag 
Tn today’s fast paced world, chil- 
dren prefer noodles, pizzas etc. Par- 





drugs. At least the latter will be 
frowned upon by society and society 
will help them reform, But when it 
comes to junk food which also slowly 
poisons our systems, nobody seems 
to be worried about committing ‘slow 
suicide” 
- P. Madhusudhan, Std », 
RSK Hr-Sec. School, Trichy 
Tnthe modem world, fast foods are 
fast replacing traditional food, Fa: 
foods make people obese and obi 
leads toa lot of other problems. People, 
especially children, get addicted to the 
flavours. Each manufacturer tries to 






FOOD FOR HEALTH! 


ents also find it convenient to serve 
ready to eat food after a hard day's 
work. Restaurants, pizza joints, cof- 
fee parlours ete, take orders even on 
the phone, Ready to serve dishes can 
be picked up from the shop next door! 
However doctors advise people not 
to go in for these foods as they are 
harmful to health, Preservatives and 
flavouring agents like ajinomoto are 
very harmful. 
- K. Keerthana, Std Vill, 
S.V. Union High School, Pune 


I strongly feel that today’s 
addiction to fast foods is worse than 
addiction to cigarettes, alcohol or 
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make his products better than the 
competitor's, While the food becomes 
tastier, the product becomes more 
harmful to health. Itis better to avoid 

fast foods. 
-C.R. Vishnu, Std IX, 
VanaVaniM.H.SS, 
Chennai 


“Health is wealth!” 
Our ancestors were strong 
and healthy, thanks to the nutritious 
food that they consumed, Our life is 
nowadays ona fast track bus, train and 
food! Isn't it stupidity to consume 
even small quantities of fastfood and 
then pay several visits to the doctor! 
Fast food may be eaten occasionally, 
wholesome food should be eaten regu- 
larly! 








- Sathyaraj, Std IX, 
TA. Pai Eng. Med. H.S, Udupi 


You are what you eat! Food hab- 
its affect one’s physical and mental 
health. The concept of fast foods has 
caught on recently, Since people have 
hectic schedules these days, they find 
cooking traditional food time consum- 
ing and prefer packaged food. We all 
know the hazards, but we still con- 
sume it beacause it saves time and is 

















tasty. The best way to stay fit isto re- 
place it with fresh fruits and salads that 
are healthy and packed with nutrition! 
~ Akhila Kumaraswamy, Std IX, 
Amity Intl.School, Dethi 


Tn this fast paced world where 
both parents work, noodles, pasta ete 
are very conmon, Ready to eat food 
contains preservatives (harmful to 
health) which are used to increase 
shelf life, Steamed food like idly. 
Idiyappam ete are ideal breakfast 
foods. Today even upma is made from 
ready mix packets! We must go back 
to our traditional food for the sake of 
our health. 

~ K.R.B. Dhaarani, Std Vill, 
CSI Ewart HSM, Chennai. 





Question for the month. 


More anc more mothers are becoming career oriented. How do you feel about 
this? 

Send us your views by 10,3,2006. Each published entry will receive a prize of 
As, 25/.. Remember to include details of your age, class, school and residential ad 
‘dress. Those of you who are non - residents of india should send us a local (Indian) 
address too. You can send entries by post or by e.mail (gokulam @kalkiweekly.com) 














Std VI, Carmel Convent, 








¥ 
5 

= 

: New Delhi 

= 

i r S. Rajesh. 

: Std VII, 
NSN MHSS, 
<= 


sid Vie 
Ss. 
Vedavalli Vidyaley® s 
Walaiapet 








NN OL ON 


a 
2 
6 
3 























ln win aawousieyas ory 
~|  weawoesagns wanes va1bg woavna3s N3ND SIH 
tng Ml ecave VAG 3G NANIODoY RY 










































































One night, a fairy came to me, 
In the darkness, I could see, 
She waved o'er my head her 


‘And took me over to fairyland! 


O’er there, flowers could sing, 
And each animal had a wing, 
Men and women didn't ever ght, 
Oh! What a wonderful sight! 


Ina hall, amidst the ground, 

With examiners all around; 

We sit and write all the tests, 

And try to do our level best! 

The lessons we have already read, 
Seem to vanish from our head, 
(Our cheeks turn red, 

And eyes do tears shed. 

We finish our test however, 

And rush home for a shower. 













FAIRY TALE! 


wand, 













Rivers of happiness, 
Clouds of faithfulness, 
Roses, buttercups, pansies. 
| loved all these fantasies! 


‘Suddenly my mom shook me, 
| woke up hurriedly to see, 

But alas! There was no fairy, 
‘She was there only in my diaty! 


When Ireturn to my house, 
I've no time to browse, 
The system or watch a movie, 
My world seems to be wee! 
“Study for the next test!" 
orders my mom, 
“No time to watch Jerry or Tom:" 
“Allow me please to listen to a 
song, 
Only one won’ take too lang!" 
Books! Books round the clock, 


I've no time to laugh or talk 
Almighty, kindly give me days, 
with thirty hours each! 
Only then, can I rest, in my dream 
beach! 
- Divya, Std X, Good Shepherd, 
‘Marthandam 


Cheered me up as | walked 
Through the woods as | 

stalked. 
Ona day very beautiful 
Bright, fresh and cool! 


Se AA 
VA 





- Varna Mohan, 
Std Vill, Holy Family High Schoo!, 
Vasai West 


A Walk Through 
The Woods 
On a chilly winter morning, 
| walked through the tree 
boughs , 
The birds were chirping and 
the animals hibernating. 
The path was hidden beneath 
the snow! 
twas foggy everywhere , 
There was dew on the leaves, 
| wondered when the snow’d 





9°; dove to visit the woods again 

‘And the moss start to grow! But when there's lots of rain! 
Snowflakes falling on my 
> scarf, = lla Tyagi Std Vill, 


Mayo College Girls’ School, 
k ¥ 
Hyenas letting out a laugh, et 
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Little Bobby came into the 
kitchen, His mother was cooking. 
His birthday was coming up and he 
thought this was a good time to tell 
his mother what he wanted. 

“Mom, I want a bike for my birth- 
day.” Little Bobby was a bit of a 
troublemaker both at home and at 
school, Bobby's mother asked him 
if he thought he deserved one. 

Little Bobby, of course, thought 
he did. 


Bobby's mother, wanted Bobby 
toreflect on his 
behavior over 
the last year. 
“Go to your 
room, Bobby, and think 
about how you have behaved 
this year, Then write a letter to 
God and tell him why you deserve a 
bike for your birthday.” Little Bobby 
stomped up the steps to his room and 
sat down to write God a letter. 


Letter 1: “Dear God, Ihave been 
a very good boy this year and | 
would like a bike for my birthday. 1 
want ared one. Your friend, Bobby," 

Bobby knew that this wasn’t true. 
He had not been a very good boy this 
year. So he tore up the letter and 
started over. 


Letter 2: “Dear God, This is 


Your friend Bobby. I have been a 
‘good boy this year and I would iike 
«red bike for my birthday. Thank 
you. Bobby.” 

Bobby knew that this wasn’t true 
either. So, he tore up the letter and 
started again, 


Letter 3: “Dear God, Ihave been 
«an ‘okay ‘boy this year. I still would 
really like a bike for my birthday. 
Bobby.” 

Bobby knew he could not send 
this letter to God either. So, Bokby 
wrote a fourth letter. 
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Letter 4: “God, I know J havent 
been a good bay this year. 1am very 
sorry. Iwill be a good boy ifyoujust 
send me a bike for my birthdey, 
please! Thanks, Bobby” 





Bobby knew, even if it was 
true, this letter was not going to get 
him a bike. Now, Bobby was ve-y 
upset. He went downstairs and told 
his mom that he wanted to go <0 
church. Bobby's mother thought her 
plan had worked, as Bobby looked 
very sad. “Just be home in time for 
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dinner,” Bobby's mother told him, 
Bobby walked down the street to 
the church in the comer. He went into 
the church and up to the altar, He 
looked around to see iffanyone was 
there. Bobby bent down and picked 
up a statue of the Virgin Mary. He 
slipped the statue into his shirt and 
ran out of the church, down the 
street, into the house, and up to his 
room, He shut the door to his room 
and sat down with a piece of paper 


and apen. Bobby began to write his 
letter to God. 





Letter 5: “God, I’ve kidnapped 
your Mama. If you want to see her 
‘again, send the bike! Bobby.” 

Needless to say God didn’t 
oblige. Al he received from his mom 
were spankings! 

- Kirti Samantray, 


Std XI, 
K.V.Bhubaneshwar. 
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Board Exams are in 
progress. Here are some hu- 
morous answers written by 
students in different exami- 
nations! 


Columbus was a great 
navigator who discovered 
America while cursing 
about the Atlantic, Later 
the pilgrims crossed the 
ocean and that was called 


SOCIALES 


the Pilgrims’ Progress. The winter of 
1620 was a hard one for the settlers. 
Many people died and many babies 
were born. Captain John Smith was 
responsible for all th 
Benjamin Franklin was a singer of 
the Declaration of Independence. He 
invented electricity by rubbing. cats 
backwards and declared a “horse di- 
ided against itself cannot stand!”. He 
died in 1790 and is still dead. 





The sun never set on the 
ish Empire because the 
ish Empire was in the 
east and the sun 


sets in the west. 
oA 

Queen Vietoria \BECYSE 
was the longest 



















queen. She sat on a thom for 
(63 years. Her death was the 
final event which ended 
her reign. 
19th century wasa time 
of many inventions and 
thoughts. The invention 
of the steamboat 
caused a network of 
rivers to spring up. 


‘Samuel Morse invented a code 


‘UD..EE..S! 


for telepathy. 

Louis Pasteur discovered a cure for 
rabbis. 

Charles Darwin was a naturalist 
‘who wrote the ‘Organ of the Species.” 

Madman Curie discovered radium 
but couldn’t cure himself. 


= V, Mahadevan, Std Vil, 
P.S Sr Sec. School, 
Chennai 
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CLUES ACROSS 
1. Science of plants may confuse 
boy and ant (6) 

4. English navigator, discoverer of| 
Australia. Did he prepare food in| 
kitchen too? (4) 

7.A person who heads and guides - 
could be a dealer! (6) 

9. Atoken or indication may sound 
like a trignometric function (4) 

10. A lion’s cave may end differ- 
ently! (3) 

1. Space subtended 

between two 








lines. It is 
right if it is 90° (5) 
12, List of dishes served in 
hotel - cascading choice in computer (4) 
14, Finish or close the den differently (3) 
16. Father's sister may be a nut (4) 

18, Did Pataudi hunt this striped animal? (5) 
20. Foot found in front in LBW (3) 
22.Confined enclosure with bars/wires for 
animals/birds, We find C.E and A.G 
trapped! (4) 

23. Express sorrow or remorse. Greet some 
how after a short run (6) 

‘A grand chariot for Puri Jagannath (4) 
Carbohydrate, used for stiffening tex- 
tile fabric - derived from charts? (6) 

CLUES DOWN 

1. Telephone inventor Alexander Graham 
‘may ring (4) 































2. Public transport hauled by locomotive 


may coach also (5) 
To sew, you need this and th 

search for it in a hay-stack (6) 

5. Italians cook with this ol, Voile in a dif= 

ferent garb ($) 

6. Among major cities in Uttar Pradesh, you 

find its rank up(6) 

8. Come in again to find a teen err (7) 

13, Smoking is a major cause of this dis- 
ase - an astrological sign (6) 

1, Stomach will do this to Mr, G's diet; may 

be an abridged book (6) 

17. Dark period after sunset sounds like a 

chess piece (5) 

19. A mistake committed cause less than 

terror (5) 

21. An iritating urge to scratch makes a 

witch to lose head! (4) 

Note 

1. Figures in bracket indicate number of et 


Don't 


2. Watch out for anagrams - jumbling of et- 
ters to solve some clues. 


Devised by A. Krishnaswami 
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* Local address is a must for overseas entries, 


The Editor, Gokulam, Kalki Buildings, 
47-NP, Jawaharlal Nehru Road, Ekkaduthangal, Chennai - 600 032. 


* Strictly for school going children * Five lucky winners will get a 
cash award of Rs.50/- each. They will be decided by a draw of lots from 


out of the all correct entries, ¢ Entries with completed grid on revers 
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The five lucky winners are Solution to 
1. Vipin Badola, Sid 8. Moder : 

Senior Secondary School Chemar Kt Cross - 8 


2. D. Praveen, Std VIII, St. John’s 
High School, Bellary. 
3. Ahankshya Abismruta, Std VI] 


DAN. Public School, Sambalpur 


























Congratulations! 
























4. Jayant fyer, Sid VII, GS. Jan- 

gid Memorial School, Gohul village 
5. Namitha Mariam Raji, Sid V1 

Indian Community School, Kuvat 
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The Stolen ,,,.. pices: 
Necklace! _!bangam 


“Aha! Fine necklace! 
No one except that kid is 
> watching. <A 

















‘1 
and get myself a drink... 
act as though I've done 
nothing wrong. 
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There... 


uy drinking coconut water 
Is the thief. Nab hit 
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[After a thorough search - 


Roe a2 
the Soe 
Ma OA Se 

You thi ‘ry 4 























ACN ae na 


‘carrying away the shel after) | 0!NeSh bashed him up with his schoo! | 
drinking the water? 
2. 








[Dinesh emptied the ‘empty’ coconut shell. 


Wow! 
risieieeae 

b> really great! 
Vs 


al 
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Hyderabad 
26 Up 
frequently suffer 
from stomachache 
and have a poor 
appetite and 


poor digestion 
too. Will 


drinking plenty 


of water help? 

! Peptic ulcer, liver 
problems, amaebiosis, worm 
infestation are some of the most 
common causes of stomachache 
‘Treatment varies with the cause 
Drinking plenty of water is 
usually good for health, But there 
are some exceptions too. Those 
who suffer from kidney problems 
should not drink too much water 





+ V. Gunalan, Bangalore 

? What is keyhole surgery? 

! Laparoscopic surgery is 
called “keyhole surgery”. 
Normal surgery involves making 
a cut to open up a part of the 
body. In keyhole surgery no cut 
is made. Instead, the surgery is 
performed through tiny holes 


HELLO, DOCTOR 
30 ORE 








using an instrument called 
laparoscope. The laparoscope is 
a telescope like instrument used 
to observe organs inside the 
body, It is passed into the 
stomach through the navel. The 
tummy is distended with a gas t> 
make more room for the surgeor. 
When he operates he does net 
look directly at the parts but et 
their image on television, This 





CE ALO WE 


surgery is done under general 
anaesthesia, This surgery was 
initially used to remove 
gallstones and appendix 
Nowadays most of the abdomen 
surgeries are performed by this 
procedure. As there is no cul, 
there is no pain and no scar, 
Recovery is also faster. 





6 
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Ajay Sharma, New Delhi 

Iam a 15 year old boy 
with slightly buckteeth. Is there 
any way a dentist can align 
them? 


1 Depending on the degree 
of malalignment, the best result 
can be obtained by fixed or 
removable braces. Or else, the 
buckteeth could be extracted and 
instantly replaced by fixed 


Dr.G.GANESAN 














artificial 
alignment in a single dental 
procedure. 


teeth in perfect 


+R, Sanjeevi Rao, 
Secunderabad. 
Tam 14 years old. I have 
been suffering from sneezing, 
running nose and blocked nose 


during summer, particularly 
during March and April. Over 
the past two years, I have tried 
many medicines. I get timely 
relief. Could you suggest a 
permanent cure? 

! You seem to be 
suffering from seasonal 
allergic rhinitis, There could 
be many trigger factors that 

set off your allergy. You are 
probably allergic to pollen 
present in the air at a particular 
time of the year only. Anallergy 
test will help you to confirm it 
Avoidance of this trigger factor 
will bring about a significant 
degree of control over your 
ailment. Seek professional help 
from an allergy clinic. 








God created living beings. But 
he was not satisfied with their lon- 
gevity, ill health, bones becoming 
weak, greying hair... He felt sad. He 
thought of sending a message to 
arth through a beautiful bird named 
Holovaka. 





He summoned Holovaka and 
said “I will ell you the secret of how 
people can remain active and live 








Jong. You go to earth and pass on this 
message, Don’t stop anywhere for 
anything. You must not talk to any- 
one. Don’t leak this secret to any 
creature.” He whispered something, 
into its ears. 


Holovaka embarked on its 
journey. After a long time, 
Holovaka felt hungry. She was 
about to faint. Just then she smelt 
flesh. A huge snake after killing a 
deer was about to eat the flesh. 
Holovaka went to that snake and 
begged the snake to part with some 


i oasceetetesca ee 


flesh. 

‘The snake was very clever. Upen 
seeing the colourful bird the snake 
knew that it came from heaven. Tre 
snake asked Holovaka why she had 
come to the earth. Holovaka told the 
snake that she had come to earth to 
tell people how they could be active 
always and that God had sent her 
down with the secret of longevity. 

The snake had a grudge against 
people as they beat and killed its clan 
with sticks. 

‘The snake said “If you tell me that 
secret I will give you all the flesh” 





MYTHOLOGY i 
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But Holovaka refused to tell the 
snake her secret. “But I can teach you 
how to fly if you give me the flesh” 
she offered. 

The clever snake said “I prefer to 
move on earth as I normally do.” 

Holovaka was about to die of 
hunger. So, she told the snake the 
secret: “To be active, 








yen when we 





ed 


grow old, we have to shed the old 
skin and wear a new skin, That's the 
secret God has told me.” 

From that moment, God’s secret 
was only known to snakes, Shedding 
of old skin is called “Kubasa 
- African tale, retold by B. Vinay, 

Std IX, Nagarjuna High School, 
Hyderabad 














lS. 


T attend tuition classes for 
Hindi during school (term) days. 
But during my vacation I spend my 
holidays at my grandpa’s place in 
Nagercoil. 





Since I am in 


Sa 
Special 


a senior class 
now, I decided to 
attend tuition 
classes during the 
vacation too. I was 
lucky to have Mrs. Usha Janaki as 
my tuition teacher in Nagercoil 

She was an excellent teacher. 1 
could grasp the lesson in fifteen 
minutes (It would normally take 
me two hours!) In two months I had 
learnt the subject so well that I 
scored first class marks when I got 
back! 

Mrs. Usha also presented gifts 
to the highest scorer at a small 


BLE TEACHERS 
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party she had organised. Every stu- 
dent of hers got individual atten- 
tion. It is no wonder that each one 
scored first class marks. Although 
she had to conduct classes from 6 
a.mto 10 p.m (with only a one hour 
break), she never grumbled. I an 
thankful to this wonderful tuiticn 
teacher, 





-E. Santhi, 

Std Vill 

A.P.C Veerabahu MHS 
Tuticorin 






The teacher who influenced 
‘me most is not a school teacher 
but my “tuition aunty”. Apat 
from being a very good 
teacher she is an exce|- 


ENTION! 


Jent human being. My life has ur- 
dergone a sea change because cf 
my mother’s deep friendship 
with Mrs.Kousalya, our 
ncighbour. She is actually a Post- 
Graduate in Physics but coached 
me in maths. 

Maths was a subject that I 
neither liked very much nor dis- 
liked. I was always uncomfort- 
able with maths. I was not scor- 





ing very good marks. After tak- 
ing lessons from her, not only 
did I score 100 out of 100 in 
maths, but also understood all the 
problems very clearly. Now lam 
confident that I can do sums 
however confusing and hard they 
may be! [am also able to solve 
my mathematical problems faster 
and with more understanding and 
clarity. 

She has a very unique way 
of teaching. She is highly patient, 
affectionate and she treats me with 
care. At times she also presents 
gifts to me. My father has been 
transferred to Delhi and I would be 





missing her very much. As far as I 
am concerned, she is the best 
teacher in the whole world! 
Shivani Madhavan, Std VIII , 
SBOA Model HSS, Chennai 








Shiny Antony Ma’am became 
our new English teacher in Std. 
VII. She makes the lesson very 
interesting by giving us a lot of 
extra information pertaining to 
the lesson. She helps us learn dif- 
ficult words with their spellings 
and pronunciation. In the English 
period we don’t feel bored 
because she tells us jokes, 
plays games and entertains 
us. 

She showed me how to im- 
prove my handwriting. 1 now 
write neatly and am very thank- 
ful to her. I feel we are very lucky 
to have Shiny Ma’am as our 
teacher this year too! 

~ S. Steffy, Std VII, 
Nirmala Matha Convent MHSS 
Coimbatore 


a 





‘Tarun liked elephants. He liked 
deer, He didn’t mind tigers as long 
‘as they were caged. One creature he 
did not ike was snake. Not just fear, 
he had developed a hatred towards 
snakes. In fact he disliked the word 
‘snake’! 

But that was what he precisely 
heard on a Sunday afternoon. 
Lingam’s (Tarun’sneighbour's) voice 
thundered. “Tarun, come out 
immediately. A snake has entered 
your house”. 

Tarun was shocked. His parents 
had gone out to attend a wedding 
and he was alone. And the last 
thing he wanted to hear was that 
an unwanted — and the most 
hated — ‘guest’ had entered his 
house! If, in the process of 
‘Tarun’s stepping outside, he and 
the guest had to face each other 
«= the very thought chilled his 
spine. 





Lingam felt sorry for Tarun 
“Tenn, the snake has entered only the 
garden at the back of your house”. 


SS 


When Tarun heard this he gathered 
enough courage and came out. 


Lingam pointed to a passage at 
the rear side ofthe garden surrounding 
Tarun’s house. “It entered there”. 

























With great caution, both of them 
scanned the garden, But the snake 
was not to be found, 

‘What am I to do?’ A thought 
struck him, He dialled Blue Cross 
Society. “You may kindly contact the 
Forest Range Officer of the Wild Life 
Department”, they said, 

Tarun complied. Th 
other end asked a few questions about 
when the snake was spotted? What it 














looked like? Had it entered an open 
space or otherwise?” and ended the 
conversation saying “Our man will be 
there in fifteen minutes”. 





And the man, who introduced 
himself'as Nagraj, arrived punctually 
on a bicycle. A big bag and an iron 
rod curved at one end were the only 
implements he brought along, He 
asked a few questions of 




















Lingam, the eyewitness. And 
any hesitation he entered the rear of 
the premises. He brushed aside the 
grass with the rod. 

“Once a snake was found in a welll 
I descended the steps in to the well 
and spotted it. But one of the steps, 
being very old, gave way and I fell 
into the well and the snake bit me. 
However I caught the snake”, he 
narrated an earlier adventure. 

Tarun was very anxious. Nagraj 
had been searching for the snake for 
more than ten minutes and it was not 
to be found, Nagraj’s eyes fell on a 
slab kept on the ground at a distance. 
With one hand he lifted the slab, and... 
the snake was lying underneath it 

‘The snake was two feet long and 
thick too. “This is a non-poisonous 
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snake” declared Nagaraj, while he 
deftly pressed the snake to the ground 
for a moment with his rod . His 
handling of the snake was smooth. In 
the next few seconds, the snake was 
deposited into the bag he brought. 
Nagraj tied the mouth of the bag. 

Tarun was disappointed. “I 
thought you would kill the snake. 
Perhaps you didn’t kill it because it is 
non-poisonous’ 

‘Nagraj shook his head. He said, 
“Even if it were poisonous we do not 
kill snakes”. 

“Then what do you do with the 
snakes?” 

“We hand them over to the nearest 
Zoological Park. And imagine, on an 
average we catch at least one snake 
per day”. 

“Which means there should be 
hundreds of snakes in zoos. But I do 
not think that is true.” 

“Youare right. When there are too 
many of them, some snakes are taken 
by wildlife officials to forests which 
are located far away from residential 
areas and set free.” 

‘Tarun was baffled. “Do you at least 
remove the fangs of the poisonous 
snakes before setting them free?” 

“No way. Poison is needed by such 
snakes for their survival. Why do you 
detest these poor creatures, which help 
us by killing rats? Like we are afraid 
of snakes, they are scared of us too. 
There is no reason for us to hate 
them”. 

Tarun gained new insights. Well, 
not always school that teaches us! 








39 


sar 
estoy 


yous 29g3H seyemey 











nok are Ay spy fe ay) doay 


tips Fates WITOd 


ware >) 
‘qd 
xt Pas *ysoys wyIquy - 
a 
42409 0} suypuno pou j pur 








ayo was stem 
om yon, sAMapmg 
3p2y 
sn0& 01 sn0j03 aai8 |y1m 
ypeuids Sumeg :zaypeay, 











“291M 120 Jaded mo proxy Pay | 
‘astoaad ‘wyed ‘pajsaqpoo ‘Joo | 


jueyd & 0} y40M puy 
1, Jlesanod [PL 
] 








[  +daay 0} syiqey poos a1y | *UOEXEIAA 10J UIT) 2.A0]A, 
‘daajs pux pooy poop | ‘uoe.ajUaIU0D 3uadI0d OOT 











“UMEP 3.10J9q 


Sd 




















































































One day the children 
of our class went for a 
picnic to the 200, We 
went round the enclo- 


sures in the zoo and then 7 


reached the monkeys’ enclo- 
sure. They were of different 
kinds. One of them had a 
baby. We were carrying peanuts 
which we offered them. As though 
she wanted to thank us for the pea~ 
nuts she tried to show us some of her 
tricks. Then she looked at all of us 
to find out if we liked it. Unhappy 
with our response, she picked up her 
baby. It clung onto her belly. The 
poor thing looked sideways at all of 
us and snuggled closer to her mother. 
Inone single leap the mother jumped 


papalanies 


U 





ee 








and tried to catch the iron rod at the 
top. In the process the baby monkey 
fell down. It lay on its back, legs up! 
scm, The mother monkey came 
down and glared at all of us 

fee as if we were to blame for 
this! We again offered it 
some peanuts. This time 
') she refiused to take it. After 
sometime she came again ané 
ate the peanuts. Then she 
scratched her head for a while 
7\; 38 if she was thinking afresh 
7 } This time she picked up her 
aa baby and tossed it up to catch 


Vi 






the bar. But the baby could not reach 
the bar and it fell down on its 
mother’s head. The mother monkey 

collected the baby and quickly 
treated to the back of the enclosu 
~ Sneha C. Nambiar, Std VI, 
Chinmaya Vidyalaya, 
Tripunithura 


A place for everything! 


went on a visit to my aunty’s 
house during Diwali vacation. | was 










decked up in all my finery, includ- 
ing my precious possession, 
a beautiful golden watch. 

I enjoyed Diwali. The 
time came for me to retum 
home. That’s when I found 
my watch missing! I asked 
everybody about my golden 
watch, But no one knew. My 
eyes were full of tears. | am 
such a big girl but couldn't 
take care ofa tiny little watch. 
Twas very upset and ashamed of 
myself, When my uncle returned 
from work, | enquired whether he 
knew the whereabouts of the watch. Cliff edge! 
He smiled and replied, “Yes my 
child, I kept your watch safely in my 
cupboard. 1 was so relieved that I 
cried with joy, I learnt my lesson, 


A place for everything, and every- esr : 
thing in its place!” by the ravishing beauty of this para- 


wk: Keerthana, Sta vin, ‘ise. We were so engrossed in the 
SV.Union HS, scenery that we never looked back. 
4 Just when we were nearing 
the snow - clad mountains the 
bus moved backwards and slid 
to the edge. One of the ladies in 
our bus screamed in panic and 
shouted. The driver brought the 
bus to a standstill at the nick of 
the moment. Even today, when I 
remember this incident, a shiver 
goes down my spine. 
~S. Aparna, Std V, B.M.HSS, 
Coimbatore 


ine summer vacation, myself 
and my mom went on a trip to Delhi 
and Kulu-Manali. The moment we 
entered the valley I was wonderstruck 









































During Diwali vacation we visited my uncle who is a squad- 
ron leader at Airforce Station, Gwalior. Gwalioris city of great 
historical importance. 





We visited the Sun temple built like a chariot amongst 
lush green gardens, There were many peacocks and squirrels 
in the garden. The chariot with eight horses was carved with 
sculptures of Lord Vishnu. 

Next day we went to the Gwalior Fort. A steep road built 
of stone led us to the top. From the top one could see the 
whole city. The Mansingh Palace and museum are also lo- 
cated up there. The palace, built by Raja Mansingh in the 
15th Century, has two open courts and several apartments. 
Carved stone pillars and brackets with enamelled tiles of blue, 
green and yellow, and figures of men and animals are the 
highlights of the palace which stands on a rugged rock 
200 ft. high! It took 30 years to build it! 

The Manmandir temple in the palace is decorated with dia- 
monds, The palace also has 2 “Bhool Bhulaiya’ where one who 
does not know his way around is bound to get lost! The museum 
boasts of a huge collection of priceless treasures. 

We also visited the Scindia palace, a white marvel, display- 
ing portraits and possessions of the Scindia dynasty, The Re- 
geney Palace built of sandstone has been converted into an 
Airforce Mess. 

1 was very impressed with the mock war practice held at the 
Airforce Base. | also got to see the Mirage 2000 aircraft at the 
Base. | felt very proud of the fact that I could visit the Base 
which is not usually open to civilians. I now truly appreciate the 

ywans who fight for our country 
Jai Hind! 


















~ R. Navroj Vagulathri, 
Std Vil, Arya Vidya Mandir, 
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JOYS OF SCIENCE! 


One drop of water contains 10 
billion water molecules. 


‘There are actually more than 





+ Hubble Space Telescope 


‘The largest sailing ship is the 
Sedov for the service of the Rus- 
sian Navy. 


Masini 


The largest space telescope 
is the ‘Hubble Space Tele- 
scope’ put into orbit by a 
space shuttle in 1990. 





+ Sedov 


200 sub atomic 
particles 


One 
dust cont 
billion atoms. 





* Robot 





A normal microscope can 
enlarge an element upto 2000 
times whereas an electron micro- 
scope can enlarge it to more than 
I million times. 


SNIPPETS 
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The country with the high- 
est number of robot installa- 
tions (more than 3,00,000) is 
Japan, 


‘The smallest optical prism was 


+ Water drop 


ALLIN A DAY'S 


WORK! 
(What you accomplish in 
24 hours) 
= Electron “Grain of dust Your heart beats 103,680 times. 
Microscope 

Your blood travels 168,000,000 
miles. 

You breathe 23,040 times. 








You inhale 483 cubic feet of air, 

You drink 2.9 quarts of liquid, 

You excrete 7/8 pounds of 
waste, 

You speak 4800 words 

You move 750 muscles. 

Your nail grows 0.00046 inch, 

Your hair grows 0.01714 inch. 

You exercise 7,000,000 brain 





cells. 
Fee} + " 

made in a scientific laboratory in -N. Tulsi, Std IX, 
Colorado, USA. Sacred Heart, Church Park, 
- Srinidhi Sridhar, Std VIN, Chennai 


M.GC. Vidyalaya, Trichy 
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| Several Names, One God! | 


In Akbar’s court. One day- 











Birbal, we pray to Allah. 
All religions except yours, 
pray to one god. 
Why do you have 
so many gods? 





V Thereisone V 
universal god. 'No way! If He has 
He is only given so many forms, 
several names. how can He be 








It's a turban, 
huzoor! 


and tie it on your 
waist. What's 





Good! Now unroll 
the cloth and wrap 
itround your 
waist. What is it 








cloth when 
draped 

differently 
is given 
different 
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Dear Grandma, 
I want to become an Editor when 
I grow up. What is editing? Which 
stream should I opt for after my 
schooling? Is there any scope for me 
in this field? 
- Pooja Prabhan, Bangalore 
Dear Pooja 
Editing is the art of evaluating 
manuscripts received at the offices of 
a newspaper or journal and after se- 
lection, making them suitable for pub- 
lication, Articles or stories received 
may have good thoughts in them but 
may be badly written. Such stories or 
articles have to be edited to improve 
the language and presentation. The fi- 
nal copy matter will be free of errors 
of spelling, idiom, grammar and syn- 
tax and will be attractively placed be- 
fore the reader to stimulate his interest 
in it. An editor is also responsible for 
selection of photographs or illustration 


to go with the copy 





pact is as important 


as an attractive copy matter, if not 
more. Journalists learn these skills by 
taking up courses in colleges and later 
through experience in the field. There 
are many colleges and Universities of- 
fering courses in journalism. You can 
also opt for mass communication or 
specialise in areas like advertising, 


EDIMING? 


video production etc. Yes, there is a lot 
of scope provided you are strong in lan- 
guages and have a flair for writing. 

When the half-yearly exams are 
approaching I can’t remember the 
lessons I read for the quarterly exams 
- especially history lessons. What 
should I do? 

-P. Teja Swaroop, Visakhapatnam 











matter and their lay- 
RANDMAWORM 
| GOKULAM Marci 2006] 


out. This visual im- 
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Dear Teja, 
One doesn’t easily forget the les- 
sons he or she is interested in. Perhaps 
you are not very happy with the sub- 
ject. Mugging doesn’t help to retain 
in memory what you read. Getting 
involved and understanding it is the 
solution. Writing instead of reading, 
helps. Constant revision is also neces- 
sary. You can also try meditation to 
improve concentration and memory 
power. Let me reveal a secret. Devel- 
oped countries like U.S.A do not place 
much importance to memory power 
these days, All knowledge is available 
in books and on the internet. All you 
need is the ability to find out. So, ex- 
ams are conducted in such a way that 
sit is test of your capacity to acquire 
knowledge and not a 
test. of your 


memory | ASI 


Siwe sent 
NORERDUS 


aw power! But for Indi- 

ans it is a far off dream 
and you still have to fead, writ, revise 
and a. 





I want to become a doctor, but I 
am weak in Biology. How am I to 
overcome it? 

-S. Padmavathi, Chennai 








The only way to overcome your 
weakness is to allot more time for Bi- 
‘ology and study hard, understanding it 
properly. Biology requires a lot of 
drawings and this too has to be prac 
tised again and again, Cut down on 
some of your leisure activities and al- 
lot the time to Biology. Well, if you 
really want to be a doctor, you can’t 
afford to be weak in Biology, can you? 

Thave sent numerous leters to pen 
‘Sriends but I haven't got even a single 
reply. What should I do? 

- P. Sandeep, Hyderabad 

Dear Sandeep, 

T hope you have not forgotten to 
ive your address in your letters! Try 
to make your letters more interesting 
and add a little suspense, (eg: Would 
‘you like to get some duplicate stamps 
that I have? Write to me and | will post 
them to you!) However, dear Sandeep, 
you may now feel happy that atleast 
Grandmaworm has replied to you! 
Good luck to you in your next attempt! 

Love, 
Grandmaworm 
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We have always admired 
light and colourful papier mache 
dolls. Make them yourself. 


oa 


Materials required: 

(Empty) Plastic bottle - 1 

Sand - 1 cup 

Newspaper sheets and strips 

Paint and Brush 

Wool 

Fevicol 
water. 


and warm 





Step 1: 

Make paste by mixing 
two parts of fevicol with 
one part of warm wa- 
ter, Set aside. Fill the 
bottle with sand. 








Step 2: 

Take half a sheet of 
newspaper. Crush it into 
a small tight ball. 


Step 3: 

Place the ball in the middle of 
the other half sheet of newspa- 
per. Bring the four edges of the 
newspaper to the middle and 
twist, such that the ball is held 
in place. Push the twisted portion 
into the mouth of the bottle in 
such a way that the ball rests 
firmly on the neck of the bottle. 


CREATIVE CORNER 


Step 4: 

‘Secure the bal in place with strips 
‘of newspaper smeared with paste. 
Then cover the whole bottle with 
four layers of strips dipped in the 
paste, Let it dry. 


Step 5: 
When dry, paint the figure 



















(bottle with ball). Paste wool for 
hair. Varnish when paint has 

dried. 
Dolls in a variety of shapes nd 
colours can be made in this manner. 
~A. Meera, MGC Vidyalaya, 
Trichy 
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Tigers are felines. They belong to 
the cat family. They are the largest car- 


(from nose to the end of their (9 
tail). They are about 90 ems in 
height. 

















A tigress gives birth to 2 or 3 cubs at a time, Like cats, 
tigers keep shifting their cubs from one place to another. 
‘They grip the cubs and carry them around in their mouths. 





The tiger's ‘meal’ consists of deer, 
cattle, horses, wild boar etc. They consume 
about 30 kgs of meat at a single meal! A tiger 
will hide its prey and consume it only at night 
irrespective of when it has killed its 


A tiger can hunt down and kill a beast even 
twice its weight! The tiger can challenge lions 
and leopards to fight and emerge victorious! A 
beast that dares to fight a tiger is sure to die! 





The tigress would wait patiently until the tiger] 
finishes his meal, before claiming her share, although 
they might have hunted the prey together. 
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A tiger is well equipped for hunt- 
ing. Ithas sharp fangs, strong jaws and 
sharp claws, A male tiger demarcates 
about 50 sq. mts. of the forest 
as its territory. It will not per- 
mit any other male tiger to 
invade. To indicate its 
boundary line to others, the 
male frequently uninates 


























Tiger researchers can find 
out the gender, age, weight, 
length and other details about ti- 
gers by examining its pug marl:s. 








The word tiger has been derived from the Persian 
word ‘tiger’ meaning arrow. The tiger got its name since 
it leaps (flies out) like an arrow released from a bow. 
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‘The offspring of a tiger and lion- 
ess is called *tigon’ (Tiger + Lion = 
Tigon) A tigon was born at the Kolkata 
zoo. It has faint lines (like a tiger) on 
its lion coloured body. It has been 
named ‘Rudrani’. 











does not pos- 
sess good eyesight. But its sense 
of hearing is seven times sharper 
than that of humans! 


















‘Tigers seldom roar, They 
roar only to scare away other 
tigers or attract tigresses. 








As the tiger grows older, its body 
colour and lines tend to fade. Its teeth 
become yellow. Face tums brownish. 
The tiger's life span is about 20 years. 


Generally tigers are Sy 

brownish- yellow in colour. It has black stripes on its body. But in Bengal 
ther a species of ‘white tigers’ which has black stripes on a white body. 
White tigers are now reared in several zoos across Indis 
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Tigers may be fero- 
cious beasts, but they per- 
mit birds known as “swal- 
lows’ to perch on their 
body and peck out fleas 
from their ears and fur! 











pines and packs of wild fox. A pack 
consisting of about fifty wild 
foxes can tear a & 
tiger to pieces 
and kill it! 


Od or injured tigers ray 
become maneaters if they are 
unable to hunt down their prey. 








How much does a tiger 
cost? About Rs 35,000! 






India has the 
largest number of ti- 
gers in the world 
(about 3000). Tigers 
are poached for their beautiful skin and valuable body 
parts which are used in preparing ‘medicines’ wrongly believed to have 
miraculous properties. Due to this, tigers face extinction. Project Tiger 
in India is trying to prevent this situation. 
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‘Name: Edil Jaison 
Age: 10 
Address : 9/11, South Ramalinga 
Nagar Extension, Puthur, Trichy -17. 


Hobbies : Playing football, 
cricket, watching films, read- 
ing story books and 
magazines. 


Name: Nageaj 
Age : 16 
Address ; Old 

No. $8-14-116, 

Netaji Colony, 

N.A.O.Kotha Road, 

Vizag - 530 009. 
Hobbies : Playing 

cricket, painting, reading 

magazines, chatting with friends. 


Name: C. Amith Bhaskar 

Age 15 

Address » 166, Anugraha, 7th 
Main, Gururaja Layout, behind 
Vidhyapeeta, T.R. Nagar Post, Ban- 
galore - 560 028 

Hobbies : Reading books, play- 
ing computer games, cricket and 
football and making friends. 


Name: S. Nivedhita 
Age: 12 
Address : F3, Sriniketan, No. 6, 
Subramanian Street, Nehru Nagar, 
Chromepet, Chennai - 600 044 
Hobbies : Reading story books 


PENPAL 











and magazines, making handicraft 
items, watching T.V and movies. 


Name: Veeresh.S. Lonimath 
Age: 15 

Address : Roll No, 3782, Sainik 
School Bijapur, Bijapur - 586102 
Hobbies ; Reading story 
books, playing football 
& painting. 
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SEEKING 
FRIENDS! 


Name: Kirti Ayush 

Age :9 

Address : Justice Tapen Sen, Pearl 
Villa, Gulmohar Park, Lower 
Burdwaan Compound, Lalpur, 
Ranchi- 834 001 

Hobbies > Dancing, singing, 
painting, making cards, playing com- 
puter games, cycling and watching 
television 


Name: 8. Aparna 
Age :11 


dis 


FOR YOUR INFORMATION 


Dear Readers, 

* You may send in your contri- 
butions to Gokulam either by post 
or by e-mail.gokulam@ kalkiweekly. 
com) 

Remember to send in your details 

- Name, Age, Class, Name and 
address of school, Residential 
address and a declaration stating 
that the contribution is your 
original creation. (Source must 
be mentioned wherever applica- 

ble.) 
We cannot quar- 
antee publication of 
all your contribu- 
tions nor is it pos- 
sible to inform 
you about when it 
will be published. 
However, if you 
would like us to send it back on 
rejection, kindly enclose a stamped 
self - addressed envelope. 
~ Editor 


PARTICIPATION CERTIFICATE 


If any of your creative contributions 
are published in Gokulam you will 
receive a Participation Certificate. 
(Letters and queries do not qualify). 
At the end of the one year period 
ending June 2006, the contributor 
who has collected the maximum 
number of certificates will receive a 
special prize. 
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Address: 57/18, Brin- 
davan Nagar, P and T 
Colony, Kavundampalayam, 
Coimbatore - 641 030 

Hobbies : Reading books 
and Gokulam, singing, leam- 
ing, French and Hindi, watch- 
ing quiz programmes and 
playing games. 


Name: S.P, Manithan 
Bharathi 

Age: 12 

Addre: D.No 15, 
Gandhi Khiramam, Gandhi 
Nagar P.0., Opp. NLC Arch, 
Vadalur - Panruti Road, 
Neyveli - 607 308 

Hobbies : Playing hockey, 
collecting coins and stamps, 
swimming, cycling, reading 
Harry Potter and magazines, 
participating in quiz. compe- 
titions and playing computer 
games. 





Name: Shravya Nadig 

Age: 14 

Address ; No. 101 ‘B’, 
‘D’ Type, Sector 8, 
Ukkunagaram, VSP Town- 
ship, Visakhapatnam - 
530 032. 

Hobbies : Dancing, read- 
ing, writing poems , exchang- 
ing jokes, making penfriends, 
drawing, watching TV, im- 
proving proficiency in lan- 
guages and suirfing the net. 








ARJUN KANNAN 





friends, 

The great Greek dramatist 
Aristophanes once said ‘High 
thoughts must have high language’. 
This is very true of people who 
became famous leaders. 

Their powerful, persuasive, 
elegant and concise speeches. | 
brought them respect and 

fame. More important, the speeches 
made a tremendous impression on 
the public and created sea changes 
in society and politics. 


Great leaders have made wars 
and from wars have sprung great 
leaders, Be it Adolph Hitler, 





Julius Caesar, bie Mussolini 
or Alexander, they have mesmerized 
their people and army with their fiery 
speeches, created a pride in them and 
made them believe that waging war 
and conquering other countries was 
aan absolute necessity! Of course they 
used French, German, Greek or 
Italian language, but all of them 


WORD POWER 


knew the power of the word, 


Bat nor all leaders are famous 
for speeches in wartime alone. Take 
Mahatma Gandhi for instance. 
During the Quit India movement 


OURS IS NOTA DRE 
A» \aaaial 





many thought that Gandhiji was 
steering away from his policy of 
nonviolence. Gandhiji spoke in the 
Congress session and reiterated his 
commitment to ahimsa, ‘T have not 
changed in any fundamental 


respect. I attach the 
same importance to non- 
Miolence that Ld then. 
Ifat all, my emphasis on 

it has grown eo 
stronger. There 
is no real 


S<= 


between the 

present resolution and my 
previous writings and 
utterances...... Ours is not a drive 
for power, but purely a non-violent 
fight for India’s independence. In 
a violent struggle, a successful 
general has been often known to 
effect a military coup and to set up 
a dictatorship. But under the 
Congress scheme of things, 
essentially non-violent as it is, 
there can be no room for 
dictatorship. A non-violent soldier 
of freedom will covet nothing for 
himself; he fights only for the 
freedom of his country’. Eloquent 
defense of nonviolence indeed! India 
under the British rule had produced 
many scholars who could use the 
English language as powerfully as 
any British bom orator, 


Jawaharlal Nehru... AND FUTORE 


C.P. Ramaswamy 
Iyer, 
krishnan, — Raja- 
gopalachari, 4 
V.S.Srinivasa 
Shastri...... the list is 
endless 


In 
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South Africa, 





contradiction FOR YOUR COUNTRY 





Nelson Mandela spent a 
majority of his time in 
fighting apartheid. In his ‘No 
Easy Road to Freedom’ 

speech’ he says 


Vv 


-- ASK WHAT YOU CAN DD ‘instead of 


more freedom 

repression began, 
to grow in volume 
and intensity and it seemed that 
all their sacrifices would end up 
in smoke and dust. Today the 
entire country knows that their 
labours were not in vain, for a new 
spirit and new ideas have gripped 
our people. Today the people 
speak the language of action: the-e 
is a mighty awakening among the 
men and women of our country 
and the year 1952 stands out as the 
year of this upsurge of national 
consciousness’. A colourful way of 
telling the people that great sacrifices. 
have been made and they must 
continue to resist racism 





John F. Kennedy (former 
American president) in his famous 
inaugural speech said ‘Let every 
nation know, whether it 

wishes us well of ill, 


that we shall pay any 
S.Radha- (MPOSE UPON USI ayceestaupey any 


burden, meet any 
hardship, support any frienc\, 
oppose any foe, in order to 
assure the survival and the 
success of liberty...... And 
so, my fellow Americans, ask 





not what your country can do for 
you - ask what you can do for your 
‘country. My fellow citizens of the 
world: ask not what America will 
do for you, but what together we 
can do for the freedom of man.’ 
LEK’s speech will echo in the hearts 
of people for generations to come. 


The ‘I Have a Dream speech’ 
by Martin Luther King was really 
inspiring. ‘One hundred years later, 
the Negro is still languishing in the 
corners of American society and 


The Gettysburg Address by 
Abraham Lincoln is one of the best 
known prose poems and became a 
chapter in the history of America. 
During the civil war the Union forces 
won a major battle at Gettysburg. He 
said “The world will little note nor 
long remember what we say here, 
but it can never forget what they 
did here..... that we here highly 
resolve that these dead shall not 
have died in vain, that this nation 
under God shall have a new birth 
of freedom, and that government 
of the people, by the people, for the 





Tt was my idea. TT 
be the teacher, you be 





finds himself an exile in his own 
land.......Now is the time to rise 
from the dark and desolate valley 
of segregation to the sunlit path of 
racial justice. Now is the time to 
open the doors of opportunity to 
all of God's children. Now is the time 
to lift our nation from the quick- 
sands of racial injustice to the solid 
rock of brotherhood.’ His 
wordpower led to a change of heart 
among thousands of white 
Americans. 








- EM. Gopika, Bangalore 


people shall not perish from the 
earth.’ He is not only praising the 
soldiers but also reminding the 
people of the tenets on which their 
constitution operated. 


Having read these famous 
quotes, you will now agree that 
history is written with words but 
words can also create history. 
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Raj and Sandeep were brothers. 
Like all brothers the two of them dis- 
agreed on several issues. While 
Sandeep, the younger one, was a 
staunch believer of their Christian tra- 
ditions, Raj couldn't care less even 
about Christmas. 

The brothers had one common in- 
terest though - acquiring a computer! 





On Christmas eve, Sandeep anx- 
iously awaited, the arrival of Santa 
Claus, He left Santa a huge slice of plum 
cake and alongside ita letter to him stat- 
ing his wish fora computer. He was sure 
Santa would be thrilled with the cake 
and would fulfil his wish, 

Raj pooh-poohed his theory and 
siggled and ridiculed Sandeep. 


Raj decided to play pranks on Santa, 
He placed a bucket of boiling water di 
rectly under the chimney, several 
‘mousetraps on the floor and hung a big 
net from the ceiling. 





Att midnight, a person in a red coat 
entered through the chimney as ex- 
pected and fell directly into the hot wa- 
ter. Unable to scr he ran helter 
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skelter tripping over the mousetraps, 
‘The huge net fell over him. 


Early in the morning Sandeep 
rushed to see what Santa had left for 
hhim. He raced down to the room snd 
[jerked toa halt! He was shocked to find 
the “dreaded robber”, who featured in 
the T-V news the previous night, strug- 
sling under the net. 

Just when he was going to call out 
to his mom and dad, he found a ncte. 
“Grandpa has had a heart attack, We'll 
bbe back soon... Mom” 

Sandeep called the police who re- 
sponded quickly. They congratulaied 
hhim and informed him about the reward 
of Rs, 30,000/- 

‘Sandeep was in two minds whether 


to accept it or not. After all, the credit 
ought to go to Raj. He requested the 
police to give them a PC instead. 50 
it was that a computer was duly in- 
stalled. 

Just then mom, dad and Raj arrived. 
Sandeep quickly slipped into his bed 
and pretended to be fast asleep, Raj 
rushed to find out what had happened 
to his elaborate traps for Santa, Lo and 





PRIZE WINNING STORY 
8 


behold! On the table was a brand new 
computer! 

Raj shook Sandeep ‘awake’ 
Sandeep pretended as though he knew 
nothing “Santa must have left it for me, 
he gushed. 

Raj repented and apologised to 
Sandeep for having ridiculed him. “I 


have changed my mind about Santa and 
the Lord, We'll celebrate Christmas to- 
gether,” Raj said as he hugged Sandeep! 
~ Sathyaraj, Std IX, 
TA. Pai EMHS, 
Udupi 





Larch 2006 GoKUi_.si |T7))) 


ee 


ELECTION FEVER 
CATCHING UP! 


Elections in Kerala, West Bengal 
and Tamilnadu have been slated for 
May, though the dates are yet to be no- 
tified. Tamilnadu C.M. Jayalalitha of 
the ruling AIADMK party is announcing 
several concessions and schemes. She 
hopes to get everybody to vote her back 
to power. The 
opposition alli- 
ance leader and 
DMK Supremo 
Karunanidhi is 
juggling with 
figures! He has 
toretaina major- 
ity of constituen- 
cies for his own 
partymen, while 
distributing the rest unequally to the 
other partners in the DPA, according to 
their ability to win. A thankless job in- 
deed. Meanwhile Jayalalitha is trying 
hard to break the opposition alliance 
by offering more number of constitu- 
encies to various parties than what 
Karunanidhi can offer! Another big 
question mark is who will be the C.M., 
if DPA wins - Karunanidhi or his son, 
Stalin? 


*Deva Gowda 


A Danish newspaper published a 
cartoon of the Prophet which racked the 
world. Islam forbids the Prophet being 
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picturised or idolised. 
This cartoon in addition, 
depicted him as an in 
gator of violence! As the 
protests turned vio ent, 
many said that the issue was being 
blown out of proportion by politicians 
while others felt that the European 
newspapers which reproduced this car- 
toon need not have given an opportu- 
ity to the fundamentalists and politi- 
cians to act in the way they did, While 
‘some argue in favour of freedom ov'ex- 
pression ot rers 

say that freedom 
of expression 
should be used 
with a sens: of 
responsibility 








and that it 
doesn’t ive 
anyone the 





cense to hurt 
others" religious 
feelings. 
eee 

‘The Congress - Janata Dal (S)com- 
bine lost majority in Karnataka, A si 
able number of Jamata Dal(S) legi 
tures under the leadership of 
Kumaraswamy joined hands with the 
B..P to secure a majority and 
Kumaraswamy became the Chief Min- 
ister! His father Deva Gowda is a 
appointed man, unable to control his 
‘own son and partymen. Perhaps this is 
the first time that a self declared secu- 
lar party is joining hands with Hindutva 


~ 
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Oh dear! Exams are here! Not to 
worry! Yes, everyone is stressed out. 
You, your parents, teachers, friends. 
Here are some stress busters for 
Gokulam readers. Relax and read on. 


Remember: You do not and can- 


For every hour that you study take 
‘a two - minute chair holiday, Brecthe 
in to a count of seven through your 
nose. Now slowly breathe out to a 
count of seven through your mouth, 
pursing your lips. Do this for two min- 
utes. Better still, do this regularly for 
20 minutes every evening before you 
hit your books. Your tension will van- 
ish! 

Tmnagine that you are in a beauti- 
ful area full of greenery or near the 
sea and allow yourself to soak in the 
mental images of serenity for five min- 
ut 








Drink white / 
~ pumpkin juice | 
frequently. It 
will cleanse your 
system of toxins. 


a 





not run the world. So there will be 
times when things are out of your con- 
trol. and that is normal, Whenever you 
feel your temper rising, stop, ask your- 
self: Will this matter two years from 
now. or even two hours from now? 

This does not mean that you do not 
try your best. Of course, you must. But 
if sometimes things spiral out of con- 
trol, take it easy. It happens to every- 
body. 
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Feeling tow and lonely? Arrange 

















your books, cassettes, wardrobe, some 
flowers in a vase. Get up from your 
chair and do something. Do not brood. 

Exercise. Play a game of badmin- 
ton or cricket. Work in your garden 
Tr you tive in a flat, you can still 

y y 
plant green gram or horse gram in an 
‘empty coconut shell and watch it 
grow. 

Is there a small child near your 
home? Spend some time whith him/ 
her. Children can instantly lighten you 
up. 

Call a friend. Sharing your 
troubles with someone can make them 
seem less overwhelming. 

Dress up your room with cheery 
bright things- keep an indoor plant; 
keep your room neat and tidy, wear 
bright clothes. 

Do something creative, like writ 
ing an article ora leter, drawing a pic- 
ture, making a collage out of some old 





chart paper for your room, making 
clothes for your dolls, arranging cu- 
cumber, tomato, onion salad cre- 
atively in a plate. 

Appreciate what you have. Feel 
like throwing away the spinach that 
mother cooked for you? Remember, 





there are children out on the streets 


who do not know where their next 
meal is going to come from, Arrange 
it tastefully in a nice plate, decorate 
with coconut and carrot scrapings and 
enjoy the visual delight. 

~ Veena, New Delhi 





Electricity is taken for 
granted by all of us. Even if 
there is a power failure for a 
short while, we curse the 
Electricity Board or the 
Power stations. Wouldn’t it be 
wonderful if electricity could 
be generated at home or in 
workplaces? What's more! If 
it could be generated by high 
efficiency, low - polluting, 
mini-van sized fuel cells! 





Interested? Read 
‘on! 


Ton America, a 
Silicon Valley 
firm is working on 
these magical 
‘generators’ using 
solid oxide fuel 
cells. These fuel 
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cells take natural gas (rich in 
hydrogen) or propane, then 
strip the fuel of its electrons 
to produce electricity. Hydro- 
gen, which is a by - product, 
can then be used to power 
hydrogen cars! Another advan- 
tage is that these fuel cells 
generate a lot of heat - about 
1000°C. This heat energy can 
be used to heat up water in 
water heaters and geysers! 





RENEWABLE FUELS 


These fuel cells do have 
citing prospects. Although 
Ion America is still in its 
technology development 
stage, the U.S. Navy has 
signed up a contract for 2.7 
million with them to test the 
cells in submarines. And hold 
your breath! The by product 





oxygen will be used in subma- 


rines as breathable air! 


Do you want to know who 
lon’s founder is? It is K.R 
Sridhar, an Indian born scien- 
tist. He did some pioneering 
work while leading the Space 
Technologies Lab at Univer- 


HYDROGEN + i? 


for transportation 
and industrial uses 


continuous, 
inexpensive 
PREMIUM POWER 





< 


sity of Arizona in the 1990's. 
He then moved on to NASA 
where he worked out ways to 
make ‘breathable air’ from 
carbondioxide in Mars, That 
led him to wonder if he could 
make electricity using hydro- 
gen fuel cells. 


Of course there are many 
questions to be answered and 
are hound to be 
s. But Sridhar hopes to 
start selling his power cells ii 

year. If he succeed: 
be a giant leap in technology! 

(- Adapted from NewsWeek, 
December 5, 2005) 
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A unique event takes place at 
Thiruvaiyaru in Tamilnadu during the 
month of January every year. 
Hundreds of musicians from far and 
\wide throng to this town, nestling on 
the banks ofthe river Cauvery, to pay 
homage to Saint Thyagaraja, An a 
dent devotee of Sri Rama, he was one 
of the most important composers of 
eamatic music 





‘Tyagarajaswami, was born in 
Tiruvarur on 4th May 
1767, to a pious 


THI RUVAN ARE 


Telugu speaking brahmin couple, 
Ramabrahmam and Seethamma. He 
‘was named after the presiding deity 
of Tiruvarur. His maternal grandfather 
‘was a poet composer attached to the 
court of Thanjavur. 
‘Thyagaraja was married at a young 
age toa lady named Parvatamma who 
died without issue, He then married 
Kamalamba, by whom he had a 
daughter, Sitalakshmamma. Japyesa, 
his elder brother, was a villain in 
Thyagayya’s He rebuked 
Thyagaraja for his devotion to Rama 
when such devotion to wealthy 
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persons would have been profitable. 


To Thyagaraja, music was the 
‘means to experience the love of Ciod. 
His objective while singing was to 
chant ‘Ramanama’ and contemplate 
con the Lord. He felt that the Bhakti 
bhava should not be compromised for 
Raga and Tala, Thyagaraja iss 
to have been blessed by the divine 
sage, Narada. It is believed that he 
sang ‘Sadinchane’ the third 
pancharatna kriti on this 
occasion. He is 
believed to be the 
ice avatar of Narada. 
? His compositions 





















similarity to those 
of Tulsidas. 





Arttheage of 13, 
Thyagaraja_ com- 
posed “Namo, namo Raghava" is 
guru, Venkataramayya wanted to 
‘guage his talent, On that oceasicn , 
Thyagaraja composed “Enduro 
Mahanu Bhavulu’, His guru vias 
enthralled and informed the King 
about his student's prowess. The k ng 
sent an invitation along with several 
sifts to Thysgaraja’s house and asked 
him to grace his court. But Thyagaraja 
politely refused. The song “Nidhi 
chaala sukhama?” (What gives more 
pleasure-riches or divine grace?) 
sprung out of his lips! A simple man, 
erred to go around the streets 








singing praises of Lord Rama and re- 
ceiving alms, to praising the king and 
getting huge rewards 





Ohce when he visited Tirumata 
(Tirupati), he found the sanctum 
sanetorum curtained off. He was 
moved to compose “Tera tiyagarada’ 
(May the curtains lift) and the curtains 
‘opened up toallow Thyagaraja to have 
darshan of the Lord! 











Thyagaraja composed over 600 
songs or kritis including the kshetra 
Sampradaay 
keritis, Divyanama kirtanais and operas 
auka Charitram and Prahlada 





pancharatnas, Utsav 








His contribution to Carnatic music 


is priceless. Thyagaraja’s compositons 
are a perfect blend of tradition, 
invention, imagination and his grace- 
ful phrases opened new vistas for the 
musical explorer. His kritis abound in 
poetic expression and philosophical 
truths, 








‘Thyagaraja’s pancharatna kritis 
are truly gems in the world of music. It 
is no wonder that musicians from all 
over the world congregate at 
Thiruvaiyaru every year for the 
Thyagaraja Aaraadhana and sing thes 
gems in unison 


Thyagaraja breathed his last 

6th Jan. 1847 (Bahula 
Panchami day). Rama is said to 
have come in person to carry him 
away in His chariot! There is a 
memorial to this great Bard of 
Thiruvaiyaru the 
aja aradhana is held every 














where 





- Koushal 
Std VIM, 
Vasant Vihar High School, Thane 
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I. COUNTRIES 8) This name means, “I 
1) The country which has —_—‘Mled!” 
TAG - V. Aditya 
some 'PAIN’. + S.S.N.K.M. Sharada School, 
2) The country which has Kochi 
germs, but is still clean. 
3) The name of this country Il. USES! 
when. stressed becomes very Finda 
cold and hot. single 


4) The country which ‘WAN- 
DERS.” 
5) This country needs food. 
6) Angry land. 


eer 


— 


7) What you 
collect from the 
beach is this 


word for the follow- 
ing. They all end with 
‘use’! 
1) It saved a lion 
from a trap, 
2) Dwelling place. 
3) Decline. 
4) Call names, rail at. 
5) To blame. 
6) To tickle the fancy. 
7) To awaken. 
8) Husband or wife. 


country’s name. 


— 


9) Jacket. 
10) Read. 


-M. Vigness, Std VIII, 
Saradha Matric School, 
Gingee. 


III Fiddle with 
Riddles. 
1) Who shaves more than 
‘once daily? 

2. Lam born with light and 
die with it, Who am I? 

3. Who can speak any lan- 
guage but has never attended 
school? 

4. 1am full of holes. Still 
Thold water. Who am I? 

5. Spell ‘Dry grass’ with 
three letters, 

6. Name the two days in 
a week about which we should 
not worry? 

7. What grows bigger, when 
you take more from it? 

8. Read this : ICUR2YS4me. 








we, seo 













9. It’s a bird without legs 
and wings and has a tail. 

10. It has a mouth with a 
tongue, stomach and a cap. 
It works whenever it 
vomits? 

11. Lam called *The queen of 
night’. I weep when I work. 


Who am I? 
12. I climb over the nose 


and catch the ears, yet people 
feel comfortable! 


~ Priya R. Prakash, Std X, 
Indra Nagar Cambridge School, 

Bangalore. 
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Tif 1K Lye its sere 


The world will grind to a halt ‘Comps have many, many... 
without computers. countless uses! 


With the help of computers, 
‘one living in Allahabad can 
treated by a doctor in Alnb 


Computers have some 
such ‘tringe benefits’ too, 


computer is being aera 


seed by you since 
morning to play 
games! What shall 





The Science period was in 
progress. Surendar stood up. “Of 
late, there have been several 
natural catastrophes - tsunami, 
hurricanes, floods, incessant 
rains etc. Why, ma'am?” he 
asked the teacher. 

“For over hundred years 
now, the temperature of the 
earth has been constantly 
rising. This is the cause for 
such abnormal natural di- 
sasters”, she replied. 

“Could you explain it 
matam,” requested Surender 


“Our earth is filed with 
carbon. Animals, birds, in- 
sects, humans and all crea- 
tures are made up of carbon. 
When oxygen from air is 
burnt with carbon, energy is 
produced and thus we all go 
about our work 

“During the day, all creatures 
exhale carbon dioxide. The carbon 
dioxide in the atmosphere is not 
much because plants use the gas to 
produce food. However the heat of 
the sun heats up the earth. 

“During the night, when the 
heated air rises upwards, plants give 
‘out carbon dioxide too. This pushes 
down the heated airand causes con 


Using CFL is an Energy Saving 
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stant heating, day in and day out, 
resulting in global warming and 
change in ecology. 


“Only plants and trees are ca- 
pable of converting carbon dioxide 
into carbon to prevent global warm- 
ing. So planting of trees is a must to 
prevent further catastrophes!” ex- 


plained the teacher. 
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Great skills for small kids 


Your 8 year old child trained by ALOHA can do MENTAL ARITHMETIC 
this calculation with in 30 seconds For ages 6 to 14 






‘Abacus & Mental Arithmetic Program e 4 
fr is botwan 46 years anes 


For ages 4-6 

y Child is an artist..."- Pablo Picasso 
child's thinking in the form of art. 

Greater concentration and focus. 


ALOHA 
G ethonced creativity nd the sbiity to vnaie. KIDS. ava 
By rarrin nd revet wins 





Learn to calculate 10 times faster. ot 
Solve problems 10-15 times fas 

Saves time during Examination. 
“Single step answer in multiplication. 
Reduces silly mistakes in examination. 
Helps to score more marks in maths. 
Easy to chock al textbook problems. 
No borrowing in subtraction. 

No excess carry over in addition. 

No trial and error method in square root 
Multiple digit divisor can be solved by single digit. 


ALOHA INDIA 


{A dvsion of Academy (P) Lid) An 150 900): 2000 Cried Compony 
"Now No.521, 2nd Floor, Anna Solel, Nendanam, Chennai - 35. Tamilnadu, Indi, 
SSI SussTIA Seuaaell. tad omenebersanass tons wowemnemoees 


‘Become our Franchisee & join the successful ALOHA family 


oc Students Registration Conta: 
‘Andhra Prodesh: 9849673062, Assam & Malays: 9864016206, Delhi 





Non Abacus Program 











Math): 
9814931628, Rojsthon - $414008887, Tamilnode: O48-55682410, 55682811 
‘West Benga: 9253311908 





